
Abstract  

Any civil society, to be strong and vibrant, must rely upon all available human resources, 

and most importantly the active participation of adult men and women.  

This presentation will examine the role of Kurdish women since 1991 in the development 

of a democratic society in Iraqi Kurdistan. Following a brief historical overview, 

accomplishments and challenges that remain as they relate to women will be identified in 

the areas of legal developments, civic participation, and public roles. Recommendations 

will be offered on how to strengthen and encourage important roles for women in the 

development of Kurdish civil society.  

The region has been going through transition for the last 13 years. With the new realities 

in Iraq, Kurdish women could potentially lose many of the gains they have worked hard 

to achieve. Challenges exist not only within Kurdish society, but also within the 

emerging political relations being forged between the Kurdish regional governments and 

the new government in Baghdad. 
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